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Stable High-Order Molecular Sandwiches:
Hydrocarbon Polyanion Pairs with Multiple

Lithium Ions Inside and Out
Ari Ayalon, Andrzej Sygula, Pei-Chao Cheng,

Mordecai Rabinovitz, Peter W. Rabideau, Lawrence T. Scott*

Stable ten-component sandwich compounds have been characterized in which four
lithium ions reside between two tetraanions derived from corannulene or its alkyl-sub-
stituted derivatives and four additional lithium ions decorate the exterior. In tetrahydro-
furan solution, the four lithium ions inside the sandwich can exchange environments with
the four external lithium atoms, but the two tetraanion decks of the sandwich never

separate from one another on the time scale of nuclear magnetic resonance. Theoretical
calculations point to a "stacked bowl" conformation and a low energy barrier for syn-
chronous double inversion of the tetraanion bowls in the solvated sandwich compounds.

Lithium derivatives of conjugated hydrocar-
bon dianions exist preferentially as "ion trip-
lets," with the lithium cations located on
opposite faces of the dianion ( 1 ), and inverted
ion triplets with a single lithium ion sand-
wiched between two organic anions are like-
wise known (2, 3); however, higher order
aggregates in which multiple lithium ions
bind two hydrocarbon polyanions together as
stable sandwich dimers in solution are ex-
ceedingly rare (4, 5). We descibe in this
report several complex sandwich dimers
wherein tetraanions of corannulene and its
derivatives (Fig. 1) constitute the two "decks"
of the dimers and eight lithium ions distribute
themselves above, below, and between the
decks (Fig. 2). The dimers in this class of
molecular aggregates are strongly bound and
do not dissociate to tetraanion monomers on
the nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) time
scale in tetrahydrofuran (THF) solution at
room temperature.

Corannulene (6-8), with its bowl-
shaped equilibrium geometry (9), represents
the minimum subunit of C60 and the higher
fullerenes that retain a curved molecular
surface. Earlier studies on the tetraanion of
corannulene ( 10) gave no clues that coran-
nulene4- with 4 Li+ might exist as a dimer
(corannulene4j4Li4+)2: The 'H NMR spec-
trum of the parent species consists of a
single line, and the `3C NMR spectrum
shows only three signals, the chemical shifts
of which reflect the delocalization of four
extra electrons in the nT system over all 20
carbon atoms of the tetraanion (1 1).

The first evidence for formation of
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dimers of corannulene4-/4Li+ came from
studies on corannulene derivatives. Owing
to their lower symmetry, the dimers of
monosubstituted corannulene tetraanions
would be expected to exhibit supramolecu-
lar stereochemistry, a meso dimer and a d,l
dimer (Fig. 3) being formed with almost
equal probability. Indeed, reduction of tert-
butylcorannulene (12) with excess lithium
metal in THF-d8, under the conditions pre-
viously described for reduction of unsubsti-
tuted corannulene (10, 13), gives not one
but two species in similar but unequal abun-
dance, as revealed by '3C and 'H (both
one- and two-dimensional) NMR spectros-
copy. Two sets of very similar peaks, some
of which coincide, can be seen in both
spectra [Fig. 4A and (1 1). Particularly tell-
ing are the two lowest field singlets in the
'H NMR spectrum (chemical shift 8 7.34
and 7.33) that arise from resonance of the
protons ortho to the tert-butyl groups in the
major and minor species, respectively. Re-
duction of isopropylcorannulene (14) with

R
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Fig. 1. Corannulene (1), tert-butylcorannulene (2),
and isopropylcorannulene (3).

Fig. 2. Formal repre-
sentation of the side
view of dimers from two
corannulene tetraan-
ions (disks) and eight
lithium cations (balls).

excess lithium metal under the same condi-
tions likewise gives two species in similar
but unequal abundance ( 1 1 ). In this case, as
expected, the two methyl groups in each
isopropyl substituent are diastereotopic, so
each species gives rise to two methyl hydro-
gen doublets in the 'H NMR spectrum,
even at room temperature.

Compelling evidence that these species
are all dimers of the sort depicted in Fig. 3
comes from the successful detection of a
"mixed dimer" between corannulene4-/
4Li+ and tert-butylcorannulene4-/4Li+ (R
= H on one deck, and R = tert-butyl on the
other). In this experiment, we recorded the
'H NMR spectrum of a 5:1 mixture of un-
substituted corannulene and tert-butyl-
corannulene that had been reduced with
excess lithium metal (Fig. 4B). Under the
conditions used, self-dimerization of unsub-
stituted corannulene4-/4Li+ is stoichio-
metrically favored, and this product gives
rise to the dominant singlet at 8 7.01. Con-
versely, the meso and d,l self-dimers of
tert-butyl corannulene4-/4Li+ (described
above) are stoichiometrically disfavored in
this experiment, and their NMR signals
hardly appear above the baseline. The new
NMR signals in Fig. 4B that cannot be

B
R R

Fig. 3. Stereoisomeric dimers of tetraanions de-
rived from a monosubstituted corannulene (lithium
cations omitted for clarity): (A) meso dimer and (B)
dl dimer. In-plane rotation of one tetraanion deck
with respect to the other is expected to be facile
but will not interconvert (A) and (B).

S (ppm)

Fia. 4. Low-field nortion of the 'H NMR ssectruma, Et -W.. ,VVV gI"."\A F'.- ' ' '''\v- '''" --''

resulting from lithium metal reduction of (A) pure
tert-butylcorannulene and (B) a 5:1 mixture of un-
substituted corannulene and tert-butylcoran-
nulene. The chemical shift 8 is defined to be in
parts per million (ppm).
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attributed to self-dimers of either tetraanion
consist of (i) a low-field singlet at 8 7.31,
which arises from the proton ortho to the
tert-butyl group in the mixed dimer, (ii) a
large singlet at 7.05, which arises from the
10 equivalent protons on the unsubstituted
corannulene deck of the mixed dimer, and
(iii) a series of doublets assigned to the
remaining protons on the tert-butylcoran-
nulene deck of the mixed dimer.

The 7Li NMR spectroscopy provided fur-
ther support for the dimeric nature of these
species and indicated that the equilibrium
arrangement of the cations therein has four
lithium ions sandwiched between the two
tetraanion decks of the dimer and the other
four ions located symmetrically (on the
NMR time scale) outside (Fig. 2). Thus,
unsubstituted corannulene4-/4Li+, which
is now proposed to exist as a dimer, gives
rise to two signals of equal intensity in its
7Li NMR spectrum at 210 K in THF-d8
(LiBr in THF was used as the external
standard); one very broad band appears at 8
-4.5, and a much narrower band appears at
8 -11.7. The unusually high field shifts of
both 7Li absorption lines are a consequence
of the strong shielding of all the lithium
ions by the diamagnetic ring currents of the
aromatic corannulene tetraanions. Such
shielding occurs if the nuclei under study
are located directly above or below the
anisotropic w-delocalized ring (2, 15).
When approximately two equivalents

of LiBr were added to the THF-d8 solu-
tion, no 7Li NMR peak for LiBr (8 0.0)
appeared in the spectrum, and the peak at
8 -4.5 also disappeared. In their place, a
new peak appeared at about 8 -2.5, and
the peak at 8 -11.7 remained unaffected.
These observations show that the signal
at 8 -11.7, which was not influenced by
addition of the common ion, comes from
lithium cations that are intimately bound
to the anionic corannulene moiety [con-
tact ion pairs (CIP)], and the peak at 8
-4.5 can be attributed to more loosely
bound solvent-separated lithium cations
(SSIP), which undergo a rapid exchange
process with the added LiBr. Because the
"interior" lithium ions in dimers of the
sort pictured in Fig. 2 ought to feel the
combined magnetic shielding influence of

both aromatic decks (2, 15) and could
also be expected to resist exchange with
external LiBr, the 7Li NMR signal at 8
-11.7 can be reasonably assigned to the
four lithium ions sandwiched between the
two anion decks. The exchangeable "ex-
terior" lithium ions, then, are responsible
for the signal at 8 -4.5.

When the NMR sample of unsubstituted
corannulene4-/4Li+ dimer (without added
LiBr) is warmed to room temperature, the two
7Li NMR lines at 8 -4.5 and -11.7 coalesce
into a single peak at 8 -8.1 (coalescence
temperature Tc = 265 K) (Fig. 5). Thus, the
interior and exterior lithium ions of the dimer
are able to exchange places with one another.
The energy barrier (AG*) associated with this
dynamic process is calculated from the NMR
data to be 13.2 kcal/mol at 265 K. The iso-
propyl- and tert-butyl-substituted coran-
nulene4-/4Li+ dimers show analogous 7Li
NMR spectra (11) that likewise coalesce
upon warming.

The '3C and 'H NMR spectra of the
substituted corannulene tetraanions show
no evidence for interconversion of the ste-
reoisomeric dimers, even at room tempera-
ture under conditions where their 7Li NMR
spectra have collapsed to a single peak.
Thus, the scrambling of lithium ions be-
tween the interior and exterior environ-
ments must occur rapidly without dissocia-
tion of the dimers to monomeric coran-
nulene4-4Li+ species.

Although the geometry of the coran-
nulene components in these dimers cannot be
gleaned from NMR experiments, because the
two faces of each corannulene tetraanion are
already rendered nonequivalent by the struc-
tures of the dimers, semiempirical MNDO
(modified neglect of diatomic overlap) molec-
ular orbital calculations (16) clearly favor a
"stacked-bowl" geometry (convex face to
concave face) as the global energy minimum
for the parent aggregate of two corannulene4-
and 8 Li+ (Fig. 6). The alternative concave-
concave and convex-convex dimers are both
calculated to relax with no energy barrier to
this convex-concave conformation, as is the
dimer with planar decks.

One obvious problem with the "stacked-
bowl" picture is its seeming incompatibility
with the observed equivalence of the four

exterior lithium ions (7Li NMR) and with
the observed equivalence of the two tet-
raanion partners in each dimer (13C and 'H
NMR). Rapid intermolecular exchange of
the four exterior lithium ions (SSIP) could
reasonably explain the apparent equiva-
lence of the two lithium ions in the top
bowl with those outside the bottom bowl of
these convex-concave dimers. To explain
the equivalence of the top and bottom
corannulene bowls themselves, however, it
is necessary to propose a rapid bowl-to-bowl
inversion of both corannulene decks (17).
The MNDO calculations predict an activa-
tion enthalpy of 13.4 kcal/mol for concerted
bowl-to-bowl inversion of the two coran-
nulene decks in the unsubstituted system,
but such a high barrier is clearly inconsis-
tent with the NMR spectra, which show no
evidence for freezing out such a dynamic
process even at 190 K. Of course, the cal-
culations do not take solvation into ac-
count, and solvation of the exterior lithium
ions might significantly change the energet-
ics of the inversion.

To address this aspect of the problem, we
removed all four exterior lithium ions and
carried out single-point energy calculations
(without geometry reoptimization) on both
the "stripped" convex-concave dimer and
its transition state for concerted double in-
version. In this hypothetical 2(coran-
nulene4-)/4Li+ aggregate that retains only
its interior lithium ions, the barrier to con-
certed double inversion drops from 13.4
kcal/mol to only 0.8 kcal/mol at the MNDO
level of theory. It appears safe to conclude,
therefore, that solvation greatly lowers the
inversion barrier and that the double inver-
sion is probably fast on the NMR time scale.

Although corannulene and its deriva-
tives are characterized by unusual curvature,
there is reason to suspect that some poly-
anions of planar hydrocarbons form analo-
gous aggregates. The dimers of the coran-
nulene tetraanion escaped detection until
studies were performed on derivatives with
sufficiently low symmetry to exhibit su-
pramolecular stereochemistry, and the same
strategy may help to uncover dimers involv-
ing planar systems.

Fig. 5. Variable-temperature 7Li
NMR spectrum of the coran-
nulene4-/4Li+ dimer in THF-d8.
Each trace is labeled with a temper-
ature in kelvin. The external refer-
ence is LiBr in THF.

0.0 -2.0 -4.0 -6.0 -8.0
8 (ppm)

-10.0 -12.0

Top view Side view

Fig. 6. Minimum-energy geometry calculated
(MNDO) for the corannulene4-/4Li+ dimer. Lithi-
um ions are shaded.

SCIENCE * VOL. 265 * 19 AUGUST 1994

--- 11-11 in Iiiiiiin 11 11 11 ---- - -------_m

1 066

 o
n 

Ja
nu

ar
y 

23
, 2

00
9 

w
w

w
.s

ci
en

ce
m

ag
.o

rg
D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
fr

om
 

http://www.sciencemag.org


REFERENCES AND NOTES

1. A. Streitwieser Jr. and J. T. Swanson, J. Am. Chem.
Soc. 105, 2502 (1983); A. Streitwieser Jr., Acc.
Chem. Res. 17, 353 (1984); D. Wilhelm et al., J.
Organomet. Chem. 280, C6 (1985); J. J. Stezowski
et al., Chem. Commun. 1985,1263 (1985); Y. Cohen
etal., ibid. 1986,1071 (1986); A. Sygulaetal.,J. Am.
Chem. Soc. 109, 6602 (1987); J. W. Bausch et a/.,
ibid. 111, 3633 (1989); B. Wind et al., J. Org. Chem.
56, 618 (1991); I. Sethson et al., J. Am. Chem. Soc.
114, 953 (1992); and references therein.

2. L. A. Paquette et al., J. Am. Chem. Soc. 112, 8776
(1990); W. Bauer et al., ibid. 113, 7093 (1991); M.
Eiermann and K. Hafner, ibid. 114, 135 (1992); and
references therein.

3. G. Fraenkel and M. P. Haliden-Abberton, ibid. 103,
5657 (1981); L. M. Jackman et al., ibid. 109, 6524
(1987); A. S. Galiano-Roth and D. B. Collum, ibid.
110, 3546 (1988).

4. Dilithium semibuilvalenide exists as a mixture of di-
astereomeric dimers in solution [M. J. Goldstein, T. T.
Wenzel, G. Whittaker, S. F. Yates, J. Am. Chem.
Soc. 104, 2669 (1982); M. J. Goldstein and T. T.
Wenzel, Chem. Commun. 1984,1655 (1984)].

5. In the solid state, one example of a species with two
lithium ions sandwiched between two hydrocarbon
monoanions has been reported [D. Bladauski, H.
Dietrich, H.-J. Hecht, D. Rewicki, Angew. Chem. 89,
490 (1977); Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. Engl. 16, 474
(1977); D. Bladauski et al., Chem. Ber. 112, 1380
(1979)].

6. W. E. Barth and R. G. Lawton, J. Am. Chem. Soc.
88, 380 (1966); W. E. Barth and R. G. Lawton, ibid.
93,1730 (1971).

7. L. T. Scott et al., ibid. 113, 7082 (1991).
8. A. Borchardt, A. Fuchicello, K. V. Kilway, K. K.

Baldridge, J. S. Siegel, ibid. 114,1921 (1992).
9. J. C. Hanson and C. E. Nordman, Acta Crystallogr. B

32,1147 (1976).
10. A. Ayalon, M. Rabinovitz, P.-C. Cheng, L. T. Scott,

Angew. Chem. 104,1691 (1992); Angew. Chem. Int.
Ed. Engl. 31, 1636 (1992); P. W. Rabideau et al.,
Tetrahedron Lett. 34, 6351 (1993).

11. The NMR data of compounds 1, 2, and 3 and their
tetraanions in THF-d8. The 1H and 13C data are in
parts per million downfield from TMS, and the 7Li
data are in parts per million downfield relative to LiBr
(0.01 M LiBr in THF as external reference). The 'H
and 13C spectra were recorded on a Bruker AMX-
400 spectrometer with a 2H lock. The THF-d7 low-
field proton band was used for calibration of 'H
spectra (8 3.67); the THF-d8 13C low-field signal
served for calibration of the 13C spectra (8 67.7). For
anionic species, H chemical shifts varied as much
as ±0.03 ppm from one sample to the next. Abbre-
viations: (s) singlet, (d) doublet, (m) multiplet, and
(AB) AB quartet. Compound 1: 1H: 7.93 (s); 13C:
127.9, 132.3, 136.9. Compound 14-: 1H: 6.98 (s);
13C: 86.8, 95.1, 112.4; 7Li (210 K): -4.5 (4 Li),
- 11.7 (4 Li). Compound 2: 1H: 8.40 (d, 1 H), 7.95 to
7.86 (m, 8 H); 1.80 (s, 9 H); 13C: 33.4, 38.1, 123.4,
127.0, 127.7, 127.8, 128.0, 128.1, 128.14 (2 C),
129.0, 130.5, 131.5, 132.0, 132.2 (2 C), 135.6,
136.5,136.7,137.1,137.3,151.3. Compound 24-:
1H: 2.4 (s, 9 H), [6.77 (d), 6.77 (d), 7.78 (d), 7.79 (d),
6.81 (d), 6.83 (d), 6.84 (d), 6.86 (d)] (4 H), 6.89 (d, 1
H), [7.01 (d), 7.02 (d)] (1 H), [7.04 (d), 7.05 (d)] (1 H),
[7.29(d), 7.31 (d)] (1 H), [7.33(s), 7.34(s)] (1 H); 13C:
33.13,33.15,39.15 (2 C), 83.79 (2 C), 84.60,84.73,
84.92, 85.08, 85.16, 85.27, 86.86, 86.87, 88.34 (2
C), 88.56,88.91,89.88,89.89,93.02,93.12,94.25,
94.31, 94.36, 94.51, 95.56, 95.68, 95.78, 95.84,
96.90, 96.94,108.08,108.09,112.24 (2 C), 112.38
(2 C), 112.47,112.53,112.82(2 C), 112.91 (2 C); 7Li
(210 K): -5.0 (4 Li), - 11.7 (4 Li). Compound 3: 1H
(190 K): 1.41 (d, 3 H), 1.77 (d, 3 H), 3.95 (m, 1 H),
7.89 (d, 1 H), 7.95 to 8.06 (m, 7 H), 8.22 (d, 1 H); 1 H
(295 K): 1.61 (d, 6 H), 3.91 (m, 1 H), 7.80 (s, 1 H),
7.87 to 7.97 (m, 7 H), 8.14 (d, 1 H); 13C (297 K): 24.8,
31.5, 122.8, 125.9, 127.7, 127.9, 128.1 (overlap-
ping peaks), 131.2, 131.7, 131.9, 132.3, 132.8,
135.8, 136.9, 137.1, 137.4, 149.2. Compound 34-:
1H (230 K): 1.58 (d, 3 H), 1.63 (d, 3 H), 2.5 (d, 6 H),
4.56 (broad, 2 H), [6.88 (d), (6.89, 7.08) (AB), (6.91,
6.71) (AB), 6.70 (d)] (6 H), [6.84 (d), 6.86 (d)] (2 H),

[6.89 (d), 6.91 (d)] (2 H), [6.97 (d), 6.99 (d)] (2 H), [(7.06,
7.075) (AB), (7.07, 7.09) (AB), 7.095 (s), 7.10 (s)] (6 H);
13C (297 K): 25.4, 26.1, 35.0, 35.1, 84.0, 84.5, 84.9,
85.0, 86.1, 86.3, 86.4, 88.3, 88.8, 88.9, 90.0, 94.5,
95.0, 96.0, 96.2, 108.8, 111.4, 111.7, 111.8, 113.1,
113.4; 7Li (210 K): -3.3 (4 Li), -11.7 (4 Li).

12. P.-C. Cheng, thesis, University of Nevada, Reno
(1992).

13. For a description of the general procedure for pre-
paring such polyanions, see L. Zelikovich, R. E. Hoff-
man, A. Ayalon, M. Rabinovitz, J. Chem. Soc. Perkin
Trans. 2, 1992, 1785 (1992). The THF-d8 was dried
over sodium potassium alloy and vacuum trans-
ferred into the NMR tube.

14. Isopropylcorannulene was prepared by the nick-
el-mediated coupling of bromocorannulene (7)
with isopropylmagnesium chloride according to
the method of Kumada [K. Tamao et al., Bull.
Chem. Soc. Jpn. 49,1958 (1976); K. Tamao etal.,

Tetrahedron 38, 3347 (1982)].
15. M. M. Exner et al., J. Am. Chem. Soc. 95, 7009

(1973); P. Jutzi et al., Chem. Ber. 122, 1449 (1989).
16. M. J. S. Dewar and W. Thiel, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 99,

4899 (1977). Lithium parameterization was taken
from MNDOC [W. Thiel, Quantum Chemistry Pro-
gram Exchange (Indiana University, Bloomington, IN,
1982), vol. 2, no. 438, p. 63.

17. The barrier for bowl-to-bowl inversion of a neutral
corannulene derivative was determined to be 10.2
kcal/mol [L. T. Scott, M. M. Hashemi, M. S. Bratcher,
J. Am. Chem. Soc. 114,1920 (1992)].

18. The authors thank R. S. Sheridan for stimulating dis-
cussions. Financial support for this work from the
U.S.-lsrael Binational Science Foundation, the U.S.
Department of Energy, and the U.S. National Sci-
ence Foundation is gratefully acknowledged.

1 1 March 1994; accepted 3 June 1994

Electromagnetic Heating in the Early Solar
Nebula and the Formation of Chondrules
Don D. Eisenhour,* Tyrone L. Daulton, Peter R. Buseck

Certain opaque inclusions within primitive meteorites exhibit textures that suggest chon-
drules formed during intense, short-duration radiative heating episodes in the early solar
system. Experimental support for this interpretation is provided by the textures produced
when chondrule-like assemblages are heated with visible laser light. Computer simula-
tions of radiative heating provide additional evidence for the role of electromagnetic
energy in heating nebular solids by offering an explanation for the size distributions of
chondrules and the presence of dusty chondrule rims. Nebular lightning and magnetic
reconnection flares are possible sources of electromagnetic energy for these transient
heating events.

Chondrites, which account for -85% of
the meteorites that fall to Earth, are char-
acterized by the presence of chondrules,
millimeter-sized silicate-rich objects whose
textures and spherical shapes suggest that
they cooled rapidly from molten droplets
floating freely in space (1-3). A growing
body of evidence suggests that chondrules
formed within the solar nebula from preex-
isting aggregates of dust (2). However, a
consensus is lacking as to what was respon-
sible for melting these aggregates, leaving
an important gap in our knowledge of the
processes at work during the earliest stages
of the solar system's formation. Current the-
ories include frictional heating of dust dur-
ing infall into the solar nebula (4, 5), radi-
ative heating during a T-Tauri phase of the
sun (6), and heating through collisions with
energetic particles produced in electrostatic
discharges (lightning) (7-10) or magnetic
reconnection flares (10-12). In this re-
port, textural evidence within chondrules
D. D. Eisenhour, Department of Geology, Box 871404,
Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ 85287, USA.
T. L. Daulton, Department of Geology, Box 871404, and
Department of Physics, Box 871504, Arizona State Uni-
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is described that suggests visible and near-
infrared radiation played an important
role in chondrule formation. Computer
simulations demonstrate how the size dis-
tributions of chondrules and dusty chon-
drule rims can be explained as products of
radiative heating.

Chondrules mainly consist of olivine
[(MgFe)2SiO4] and pyroxene [(Mg,Fe)-
SiO3], which absorb little energy in the
visible and near-infrared region of the electro-
magnetic (EM) spectrum (-0.4 to 10 pum).
In contrast, opaque inclusions of troilite
(FeS), pentlandite [(Ni,Fe)9S8], magnetite
(Fe304), and Ni-, Fe-rich metal within
chondrules readily absorb energy in this
frequency range. The opaque minerals in
some chondrules occur as unique, fluffy as-
semblages (Fig. lA). These fluffy opaque
inclusions (FOIs) are typically -10 to 50
gm in diameter and consist of clusters of
individual troilite or pentlandite grains with
interstitial olivine or pyroxene. Rarer exam-
ples include magnetite or Ni-, Fe-rich metal
as the opaque phase. Compositionally, FOIs
are nearly identical to compact opaque
mineral inclusions within chondrules (Fig.
iB). They differ only in that the enclosing
silicate in FOIs is also intimately inter-
mixed with the opaque phase, rather than
simply surrounding it (13).
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