“On the Establishment of German-Israeli Scientific Collaboration”

Michael Sela, Weizmann Institute of Science, Rehovot 76100


It was the parallel efforts of the scientists Wolfgang Gentner and  Amos de Shalit at their meetings in CERN in Geneva, and those of the statesmen David Ben-Gurion and Konrad Adenauer, that led to the beginning of the scientific relations between the Bundesrepublik Deutschland and Israel after the Second World War.  It started with the symbolic visit of the President of the Max-Planck-Society, Otto Hahn, accompanied by the physicist Wolfgang Gentner and the biochemist Feodor Lynen, to the Weizmann Institute of Science in December 1959.  How successfully these relations have developed from the beginning will be the subject of this lecture.

