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The welfare state requires people who have been successful to transfer part of their income to people who are unsuccessful in earning income. The transfers of income are involuntary through taxation and public spending. This talk will address the following questions. Can the welfare state be justified as beneficial to everyone in a society because of insurance? What can be done if one some people exploit the benevolence of a welfare state by choosing not to be self-reliant? Why has the welfare state been successful in some societies and not in others? Why would voters vote for a welfare state from which they personally lose?
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